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Oxford dam with newly installed east gate(left). Photo by Paul Cain






As a result, the oxygen level in the bottom of the lake decreases, which causes
natural iron and aluminum in the sediment to release more phosphorous. This then
leads to more algae growth and blooms.

So, even when the external source of phosphorous contamination is corrected, the
cycle has begun. Once this happens, studies have found that 50% of the
phosphorous in an endangered lake is coming from the sediment feeding the algae.
Once this happens it is virtually impossible to reverse. Not good.

This problem of “non- point source” erosion will become more critical as we deal
with the effects of climate change. There is an increased risk of run off into the lake
with the increase in the intensity of summer storms. Also, as the summer water
temperature rises and the duration of the winter ice cover decreases, the rate of
growth of algae can increase dramatically. This is a problem that threatens many
Maine lakes, algae blooms and even toxic algae are becoming more common.

Report on Milfoil Removal 2020

Alex Bernardy, the crew leader for our milfoil removal crew reports that they had
another successful season identifying and removing colonies of milfoil from the
lake. The crew spent a large portion of their summer monitoring the Pine Point area
and removing any regrowth. This area is now largely clear of milfoil. This is the
result of our multiyear effort to remove this 10-acre area of infestation. This is
important to allow boat traffic here and not have fragmentation and migration of
plant particles to other parts of the lake.

This past year, the only remaining dense growth of milfoil exists in between the
Robinson dam and the orange safety booms. This colony is too risky for the milfoil
team to manually remove because of the proximity of the dam and the debris left
over from the Robinson Mill. The crew will continue to monitor this colony to
make sure it does not spread towards the main body of the lake.

The crew is now focused on removing isolated colonies of milfoil throughout and
surveying high risk areas of the lake for signs of infestation. Approximately a dozen
of small to medium size new milfoil colonies were found in the north end of the
lake. These colonies were found near the Robinson Dam, Pismo Beach, Briggs
Island, and the mouth of Pine Point. Each colony was removed and recorded with a
GPS. We will revisit each of these areas in 2022 and remove any regrowth.

TLEA’S plan for milfoil control for the next season will be similar to our 2021
season. We will continue to monitor and manage all reclaimed areas of the lake, as



well as survey new areas of the lake in search for new milfoil or other invasive
growth.

Bruce Perlmutter, TLEA member from the Pine Point area, wrote to us regarding
the work of the milfoil crew: “Dear TLEA: | am writing to let you know how happy
| am with the work of Alex Bernardy, Jon Randolf, and the Hippobotomus,
removing the dreaded milfoil from Pine Point cove (among other sites!). | can tell
you that everyone had an opinion about what should done and how to do it. The
professionalism and hard work these guys showed was truly impressive. The cove
looks beautiful. Thanks to their persistent hard work through many seasons. | am a
grateful TLEA member and want to express my thanks. ”

Thank you, Bruce. TLEA and the milfoil crew are working hard to protect the lake
for everyone.

TLEA milfoil diver hard at work at Pine Point. Photo by Alex Bernardy



